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ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER ON CONSENT

The following Administrative Order on Consent ("Consent 

Order" or "Order") by and between the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency ("EPA") and BP America Inc., Chevron 

Corp., Mobil Corp., Sun Refining and Marketing Co., and 

E.I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. ("Respondents") is issued 

pursuant to the authority vested in the President of the 

United States of America by Sections 106(a) and 122 of the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Act of 1980 ("CERCLA"), 42 U.S.C. §§ 9606(a) and 9622, 

as amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization 

Act Of 1986 ("SARA"), Pub. L. No. 99-499, 100 Stat. 1613 

(1986), and delegated to the Administrator of EPA on January 

23, 1987, by Executive Order 12580, 52 Fed. Reg. 19 (1987), 

and further delegated to the Regional Administrators of 

EPA. This Order pertains to a property more particularly 

described below, located in Trainer, Delaware County, 

Pennsylvania.

The actions taken pursuant to this Order shall be 

consistent with the National Oil and Hazardous Substances 

Contingency Plan ("NCP"), 40 C.F.R. § 300.65. Notice of 

the issuance of this Order has been given to the Common

wealth of Pennsylvania pursuant to Section 106(a) of 

CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9606(a).

I.STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

In entering into this Consent Order, the mutual
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objectives of EPA and. Respondents are to conduct a removal 

action, as defined in Section 101(23) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C.

§ 9601(23) , to abate, mitigate, and/or eliminate the release 

or threat of release of hazardous substances at the Metro 

Container Corporation Site ("Site").

The specific purposes of this Order are to control access 

to the Site, perform the removal tasks described in the 

attached Scope of Work, and prevent further surface migration 

of hazardous substances into Stoney Creek. All parties 

anticipate that removal activities beyond the scope of this 

Order may be necessary and may be the subject of future 

negotiations.

II. FINDINGS OF FACT 

EPA has determined that:

1. The Metro Container Corporation ("Metro") Site, 

shown in Appendix 1, is located at West Second Street and 

Price Road in Trainer, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. Metro 

Container Corporation is a Delaware corporation doing business 

in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

2. The Site, located in an industrial area, is bounded

by an oil refinery to the west and a scrap yard to the east 

with railroad lines and the Delaware River to the south and 

residences to the north, stoney Creek, a tributary to the ' 

Delaware River, borders the western edge of the Site.

3. The Site has been used for approximately 20 years as

a recycling and reclaiming facility for used drums. Metro 

became the owner and operator of the Site on February 11, 1983.
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4. During the course of operations, sludge was generated 

and accumulated at the Site in a concrete basin and in 

numerous used 55-gallon drums. Analysis of the sludge by 

EPA has revealed elevated levels of various metals and 

organic compounds.

5. On December 7, 1987, Metro filed for bankruptcy under 

Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code. The company ceased 

operations at the Site on December li, 1987.

6. EPA employees and contractors conducted an inspection 

of the Site on December ll, 1987. The inspection revealed 

an open cement lagoon containing waste sludge, numerous 55- 

gallon drums of waste sludge, and approximately 60,000 

unreclaimed drums. The lagoon was filled beyond design 

capacity and was on the verge of overtopping its banks.

Visual evidence was present that the lagoon had, in the 

past, overtopped its banks. Many of the drums containing 

sludge were in poor condition, uncovered, and appeared 

partially filled with rainwater. Sludge was also present 

on the ground in the vicinity of the sludge storage drums.

7. Samples were taken during the December ll, 1987, inspec

tion. The sample locations are shown on the map in Appendix l 

which is attached hereto and made a part hereof. The results 

of the sampling are shown in the tables in Appendix 2 which are 

attached hereto and made a part hereof.

8. The substances listed in Appendix 2 are hazardous substances 

as defined by Section 101(14) of CERCLA, 42 U.s.C. § 9601(14).

9. The toxicological effects of the hazardous substances
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listed in Appendix 2 are presented in Appendix 3, attached 

hereto and made a part hereof.

10. Approximately 500 people live within a quarter mile of 

the Site. Potential routes of exposure to the hazardous 

substances identified in Appendix 2 include dermal contact, 

ingestion, or inhalation.

11. The Respondents are all corporations doing business

in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who have each arranged 

for the disposal at the Site of residues of hazardous substances 

which, according to Metro, were contained in "RCRA empty" 

drums (40 C.F.R. section 261.7).

HI. CONCLUSIONS OF T.AW

12. The Site is a "facility" as defined in Section 101(9)

Of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(9).

13. Each Respondent is a "person" within the meaning of 

Section 101(21) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(21).

14. Hazardous substances as defined in Section 101(14) of 

CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(14), have been disposed of at the 

Site and are currently present there.

15. The past, present, and/or potential migration of hazardous 

substances at and/or from the Site constitutes an actual and/or 

threatened "release" as defined in Section 101(22) of CERCLA,

42 U.S.C. § 9601(22).

16. Respondents and others are liable as responsible parties 

pursuant to Section 107(a) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607(a).

IV. DETERMINATIONS
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17. Based upon the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, 

the EPA Regional Administrator for Region III has determined 

that there may be an imminent and substantial endangerment to 

the public health, welfare, or the environment as a result of 

the release or threat of release of hazardous substances at 

and/or from the Site.

18. The Regional Administrator has determined that the 

actions set forth below are necessary to protect public 

health and welfare and the environment.

V. PARTIES BOUND

19. This Consent Order shall apply to and be binding upon 

Respondents and their agents, successors, and assigns

and upon all persons, contractors and consultants acting 

under or for the Respondents, or any combination thereof.

20. The undersigned representative of each Respondent 

certifies that he or she is fully authorized by the party

he or she represents to enter into the terms and conditions of 

this Consent Order, to execute this Consent Order, and to 

bind legally such party to this Consent Order.

21. No change in ownership or corporate or partnership 

status relating to any Respondent will in any way alter 

the status of the Respondents or their responsibilities 

under this Consent Order.

22. The Respondents shall provide a copy of this Consent 

Order to all contractors, sub-contractors, laboratories, and 

consultants retained to conduct any portion of the work
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performed pursuant to this Consent Order and shall condition 

such contracts upon compliance with the requirements of 

this Consent Order. Respondents shall provide appropriate 

oversight to ensure such compliance.

23. In the event of the refusal or inability to comply with 

all the terms and conditions of this Consent Order, or 

insolvency of any one or more of the Respondents, whether or 

not such Respondent(s) enters into formal bankruptcy proceeding 

or ^ for any other reason one or more of the Respondents do 

not comply with any term or condition of this Consent Order, 

the remaining Respondents shall be obligated to the United 

States to complete full implementation of any and all remaining 

terms and conditions of this Order.

VI. WORK TO BE PERFORMED

24. "Days" as used in this Order shall mean calendar days 

unless otherwise specified.

25. Withiri seven (7) days of the effective date of this 

Order, Respondents shall retain a qualified contractor or 

identify qualified employees who will develop

the Work Plan described below in paragraph 26 and notify EPA 

m writing regarding the identity and qualifications of the 

person or persons who will be primarily responsible for 

developing the Work Plan.

Within seven (7) days of receipt of EPA approval of the 

Work Plan, Respondents shall retain a qualified contractor 

who will implement the Work Plan and notify EPA in writing 

regarding the identity and qualifications of the person or
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persons who will be primarily responsible for carrying out 

the terms of the Work Plan.

EPA may disapprove the use of any supervisory personnel, 

contractor and/or subcontractor if EPA believes they are not 

qualified to develop the Work Plan or perform the response 

work. in the event of a disapproval, Respondents shall notify 

EPA in writing within seven (7) days of receipt of EPA’s 

notice of disapproval of the person, contractor or subcontractor 

who will replace the one(s) whom EPA disapproved. EPA may 

not unreasonably disapprove Respondents’ supervisory personnel, 

contractors and/or subcontractors.

26. Within twenty-one (21) days of the effective date of 

this Order, Respondents shall submit to EPA a Work Plan which:

a. provides for the completion of all tasks described 

in the Scope of Work attached hereto and made a part hereof 

as Appendix 4;

b. contains a site safety program which is sufficient 

to minimize the potential for exposure of personnel and the 

public to hazardous substances during performance of the work 

specified therein;

c. contains a schedule for the implementation of all 

tasks specified in the Work Plan. This schedule shall not 

exceed 180 days after approval of the Work Plan for the 

achievement of all tasks specified in the Work Plan except for

analysis of the post-remoal samples and submission of the final 

report.

d. provides for EPA to receive notice at least 72 hours
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prior to the commencement of any tasks identified in the 

Work Plan.

27. EPA shall review the Work Plan submitted pursuant to 

paragraph 26. If EPA approves the Work Plan, Respondents shall 

begin implementation of the Work Plan in accordance with the 

requirements and schedules therein within 5 days of receipt of 

notification by EPA of its approval of the contractor who 

will implement the Work Plan, if EPA disapproves or conditionally 

approves the Work Plan, EPA will specify the deficiencies or 

conditions in writing. Respondents shall, within 7 days 

following receipt of a conditional approval, modify the Work 

Plan to satisfy the conditions and begin implementing the 

Work Plan as modified. Respondents shall, within 7 days 

following receipt of a disapproval, modify the Work Plan to 

remedy the specified deficiencies and resubmit the Plan to 

EPA. in the event of disapproval of the revised Work Plan,

EPA retains the right to submit its own plan to the Respondents 

and to require the Respondents to perform the tasks set forth 

therein, or to perform the work itself and to seek to recover 

costs from the Respondents for such work pursuant to Section 

107 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607.

28. Respondents shall submit progress reports to EPA on a 

regular schedule which shall be specified in the Work Plan.

The progress reports shall, at a minimum, provide the dates 

that each task was initiated and completed, as well as all 

information developed and sample results obtained. Respondents 

shall provide any available information related to the Site
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cleanup specifically requested by EPA within 3 business days 

of receipt of the request. Within 45 days after completing 

the work required by this Order, the Respondents shall submit

to EPA a final report detailing activities completed and data 

gathered.

29. Respondents and EPA or their designees shall arrange a 

final inspection of the Site following completion of the 

tasks described in the Work Plan to verify compliance with 

the requirements of this Order. EPA shall subsequently notify 

the Respondents of its determination of satisfactory compliance 

with the terms of the Order, or in the event that EPA determines 

that compliance is not satisfactory, EPA shall specify the 

deficiencies and the actions required to correct such 

deficiencies. The Respondents will undertake the actions 

required to correct such deficiencies within fourteen (14) 

days of receipt of EPA’s notice of disapproval.

30. Respondents shall comply with all applicable Federal,

State, and local statutes, regulations, and ordinances

when carrying out activities required pursuant to this Order.

31. All work must be performed in accordance with the Occupa

tional Safety and Health Administration’s rules and regulations 

governing hazardous waste operations, 29 C.F.R. Part 1910.

VII. DESIGNATED PROJECT OFFTrFPg

32. On or before the effective date of this Consent Order,

EPA and Respondents shall each designate a Project Officer

( PO ). Each PO shall be responsible for overseeing the 

implementation of this Order. To the maximum extent possible,
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communications between the Respondents and EPA and all documents, 

including reports, approvals, and other correspondence con

cerning the activities performed pursuant to the terms and 

conditions of this Order, shall be directed through the Project 

Officers. EPA and the Respondents each have the right to change 

their respective PO. Such a change shall be accomplished by 

notifying the other party in writing at least five (5) days 

prior to the change. The EPA PO’s authority shall include 

the authority to halt, modify, conduct, or direct any tasks 

required by this Consent Order or portions thereof or to take 

any response actions when conditions present an immediate 

risk to public health or welfare or the environment as described 

in 40 C.F.R. § 300.65. The PO’s actions shall, at all times, 

be controlled by the guidance and authority of the National

Contingency Plan, 40 C.F.R. Part 300. The PO for EPA shall 

be:

Lawrence Falkin, Compliance Officer
United States Environmental Protection Agency
CERCLA Removal Enforcement Section (3RC22)
841 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
Telephone: (215) 597-8981.

The absence of the EPA PO from the Site shall not be a 

cause for the stoppage of work.

VIII. SAMPLING AND ACCESS

33. At the request of EPA, Respondents shall allow split or 

duplicate samples to be taken by EPA and/or its authorized 

representatives of any samples collected by Respondents 

pursuant to the implementation of this Order. Respondents
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shall notify EPA not less than seventy-two (72) hours in 

advance of any sample collection activity.

34. in addition to its authority under Section 104 of 

CERCLA, 42 U.s.c. § 9604, EPA and its authorized representatives 

shall have the authority to enter and freely move about the 

Site at all reasonable times for the purpose of, inter alia: 

inspecting records, operating logs, and contracts relating to 

the Site; reviewing the progress of the Respondents in carrying 

out the terms of this Order; conducting such sampling and 

tests as EPA deems necessary; and verifying the data submitted 

to EPA by the Respondents. To the extent practicable, EPA shall 

coordinate its on-site activities with the Respondents’

Project Officer. The Respondents shall permit EPA and its 

authorized representatives to inspect and copy all records, 

files, photographs, documents, and other writings, including 

all sampling and monitoring data, which in any way pertains 

to work undertaken pursuant to this Order, provided however, 

that nothing herein shall constitute a waiver of documents 

protected by the attorney-client privilege or the attorney 

work-product doctrine. EPA reserves such rights as it may 

have to seek access to such documents and if Respondents 

withhold such documents they shall provide to EPA an index of 

the documents withheld and a statement supporting the claim 

°f privilege or workproduct.

35. All parties with access to the Site pursuant to this

paragraph shall comply with all EPA-approved health and safety 

plans.

DOCKET. NO: III-89-11-DC
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36. To the extent that property included in the sampling and 

removal area is owned or controlled by parties other than the 

Respondents, the Respondents will use all reasonable efforts 

to obtain access agreements from the present owners and/or 

lessees, as appropriate, within twenty (20) days of the effective 

date of this Order. Such agreements shall provide reasonable 

access for EPA, Respondents, and their authorized representatives. 

In the event the Respondents cannot obtain such access agreements 

within the time designated above, Respondents shall so notify

EPA of such failure and the actions taken to obtain access 

no later than the close of the 20-day period.

IX- EFFECTIVE DATE AND SUBSEQUENT MODIFICATION

37. The effective date of this Order shall be the date on 

which a fully executed copy is received by the Respondents.

38. This Order may be amended by mutual agreement of EPA and 

the Respondents. Such amendments shall be in writing and shall 

become effective on the date on which a fully executed copy of 

such amendments are received by the Respondents. Minor changes 

to the Work Plan and the schedule contained therein may be 

made by mutual agreement of EPA’s and Respondents’ POs.

Such changes shall become effective at the time of agreement 

and shall be confirmed by EPA within 5 days by letter.

39. Any reports, plans, specifications, schedules, or other 

submissions required by this Consent Order, with the exception 

of s.iite access agreements between the Respondents and third 

parties, are, upon approval by EPA, incorporated into this 

Consent Order. Any non-compliance with such EPA-approved

DOCKET NO: III-89-11-DC
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reports, plans, specifications, schedules, or other 

submissions shall be considered non-compliance with the 

requirements of this Consent Order and will subject the 

Respondents to the requirements of Section XIII "Stipulated 

Penalties".

40. No informal advice, guidance, suggestions, or comments 

by EPA regarding reports, plans, specifications, schedules, 

and other writing(s) submitted by the Respondents shall be 

construed as relieving the Respondents of their obligation to 

obtain formal approval when required by this Order.

X. QUALITY ASSURANCE

41. The Respondents shall use quality assurance, quality 

control, and chain of custody procedures in accordance with 

the "EPA NEIC Policies and Procedures Manual" dated May 1978, 

revised November 1984, EPA Document 330/9-78-001-R, "Interim 

Guidelines and Specifications for Preparing Quality Assurance 

Project Plans," December 1980, QAMS-005/86, and "A Compendium 

of Superfund Field Operations Methods", December 1987, OSWER 

Directive 9355-0-14 while conducting all sample collection 

and analysis activities required by this Order. The Respondent 

shall consult with EPA in planning for, and prior to, all

sampling and analysis required by this Order or the approved 

Work Plan.

XI. FORCE MAJEURE

42. The Respondents shall notify EPA of any delay or 

anticipated delay in achieving compliance with the
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requirements of this Order. Said notification shall be made 

verbally as soon as possible but not later than two (2) business 

days after the Respondents become aware of such delay or 

anticipated delay, and in writing not later than five (5) 

calendar days after becoming aware of such delay or 

anticipated delay. The written notification shall state:

(a) the nature of the delay; (b) whether and the reason why 

the delay is beyond the control of the Respondents; (c) the 

action that has been and will be taken to mitigate, prevent 

or minimize further delay; (d) the anticipated length of the 

delay; and (e) a timetable for the action to mitigate, prevent 

or minimize the delay. The Respondents shall adopt all 

reasonable measures to avoid or minimize any such delay.

Any delay that results from circumstances beyond the 

control of the Respondents that cannot be overcome by due 

diligence shall not be deemed to be a violation of the 

Respondents’ obligations under this Order, nor shall it make 

the Respondents liable for penalties pursuant to this Order 

resulting from such a delay. To the extent a delay is caused 

by circumstances beyond the control of the Respondents and 

cannot be overcome by due diligence, the schedule affected by 

the delay shall be modified to account for the delay resulting 

from such circumstances. Increased costs of performance or 

changed economic circumstances shall not be considered 

circumstances beyond the control of the Respondents.

Failure of the Respondents to comply with the notice 

requirements of this Section XI shall render this Section XI void
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and constitute a waiver of the Respondents’ right to invoke 

the benefits of this Section XI with regard to such incident.

In the event that EPA and the Respondents cannot agree 

■ that any delay in compliance with the requirements of this 

Order has been or will be caused by circumstances beyond the 

reasonable control of the Respondents that cannot be overcome 

by due diligence, the dispute shall be resolved in accordance 

with the provisions of the "Dispute Resolution" section,

Section XII, of this Order. The Respondents shall have the 

burden of proving that the delay was caused by circumstances 

beyond their control which could not have been overcome by 

the exercise of due diligence, the necessity of the proposed

length of the delay, and that the Respondents took all measures 

to avoid or minimize delay.

XIi- DISPUTE RESOT.TITT<~IK[

43. if the Respondents object to any EPA notification of 

deficiency, disapproval, or other EPA action taken pursuant 

to this Order, the Respondents shall notify EPA in writing of 

their objection(s) within fourteen (14) days of receipt of such 

notification or action. EPA and the Respondents shall have 

an additional-fourteen (14) days from the receipt by EPA of 

the notification of objection from the Respondents to reach 

agreement. if agreement cannot be reached on any issue 

within this fourteen (14) day period, EPA shall provide a 

proposed written statement of its decision to the Respondents. 

Respondents shall then have 7 days to comment on EPA’s 

proposed decision. After review of Respondents’ comments

DOCKET NO: III-89-11-DC Q
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%EPA shall issue a written statement of its decision to the ^

Respondents.

XIII. STIPULATED PENALTIES

44. If the Respondents fail to perform any work or submit any

reports set forth in this Order or the Work Plan, in the

manner and in accordance with the schedule contained therein,

the Respondents shall pay into the Hazardous Substances Superfund,

within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of written demand

by EPA, the sums set forth below as stipulated penalties.

Checks shall specificadly reference "The Metro Container

Corporation Site" and shall be made payable to the Hazardous

Substances Superfund and shall be mailed to:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Superfund Accounting 
P.0. Box 360515M 
Pittsburgh, PA 15251

A copy of the check and transmittal letter shall be sent to 

the EPA po and to the EPA Regional Hearing Clerk (3RC00),

EPA Region III, 841 Chestnut Bldg., Philadelphia PA, 19107. 

Stipulated penalties shall accrue in the amount of $1,000 per 

day for the first week or any portion thereof, $2,000 per day 

for the next three (3) weeks thereafter or any portion thereof 

and $5,000 per day for each week thereafter or any portion 

thereof during which a violation continues to occur. The 

stipulated penalties set forth in this Section xm do not 

preclude EPA from pursuing any other remedies or 

sanctions available to EPA by reason of the Respondents’ 

failure to comply with any of the requirements of this Order.
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The collection of stipulated penalties for a violation shall 

be stayed during the pendency of any dispute resolution proceed: 

concerning such, violation under Section XII hereof, except 

that said penalties shall continue to accrue during this 

period of time. Upon conclusion of the Dispute Resolution 

procedures set forth under Section XII, payment of all accrued 

stipulated penalties shall be due within fourteen (14) calendar 

days of Respondents’ receipt of EPA’s written decision.

45. In the event that EPA commences all or a portion of 

the removal action described by this Consent Order, Respondents 

shall be released from any further obligation under this Consent 

Order to complete that portion of the removal action which EPA 

has commenced to perform. EPA’s commencement of all or a 

portion of the removal action shall not relieve Respondents of 

any outstanding obligations to pay stipulated penalties for 

violations of this Consent Order, Stipulated penalties for 

violations of this Consent Order which have not been corrected 

as of the date of EPA’s commencement of all or a portion 

of the removal action and which are uncorrectable because 

of EPA’s commencement shall continue to accrue for a period 

not to exceed 60 days after EPA commences all or a portion 

of the removal action.

XIV. STATUTORY PENALTIES

46. The Respondents are advised that willful violation or 

failure or refusal to comply with this Order, or any portion 

hereof, may subject the Respondents to a civil penalty of not 

more than $25,000 for each day in which such violation occurs
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or such failure to comply continues, in accordance with 

section 106(b) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9606(b). Failure to 

comply with the Order, or any portion thereof, without 

sufficient cause, may also subject the Respondents to liability 

for punitive damages in an amount of up to three times the 

amount of any costs incurred by the "Fund", as defined in 

Section 101(11) Of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(11), as a result 

of such failure to take proper action, in accordance with 

Section 107(c)(3) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607(c)(3).

XV. RESERVATION OF RIGHTS

47. Except as expressly provided in this Order, (l) each party 

reserves all rights and defenses it may have, and (2) nothing 

herein shall prevent EPA from seeking legal or equitable 

relief to enforce the terms of this Order, including the

right to seek injunctive relief and the imposition of statutory 

penalties.

48. As provided by this Order, EPA expressly reserves its 

right to disapprove of work performed by the Respondents and 

reserves its right to request that the Respondents perform 

response actions in addition to those required by this Order 

if it determines that such actions are necessary. in the 

event that the Respondents decline to perform such additional 

actions, EPA reserves the right to (a) order the Respondents 

to perform the additional work under Section 106 of CERCLA,

42 U.S.C. Section 9606, and/or (b) undertake such actions and 

seek reimbursement for costs incurred pursuant to Section 107

DOCKET NO: III-89-11-DC ' ' -’V>„.
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of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607. In addition, EPA reserves the 

right to undertake removal and/or remedial actions at any

time that such actions are appropriate under the NCP and seek

• reimbursement for any costs incurred pursuant to Section 107

Of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607.

XVI. OTHER CT.ATMS

49. Nothing in this Order shall constitute or be construed 

as a release from any claim, cause of action or demand in law 

or equity against any person, firm, partnership, or corpora

tion not bound by this Order for any liability it may have 

arising out of or relating in any way to the generation, 

storage, treatment, handling, transportation, release, or 

disposal of any hazardous substances, hazardous wastes, 

pollutants, or contaminants found at, taken to, or taken from 

the Site.

50. Each Respondent hereby waives any claim to reimbursement 

it may have under Section 106(b) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9606(b).

51. This Order does not constitute any decision on preauth

orization of funds under Section 111(a)(2) of CERCLA, 42 

U.S.C. § 9611(a)(2).

XVII. CONSENT
r

52. The Respondents agree to undertake all actions required 

by the terms and conditions of this Order, but do not 

otherwise commit to undertake any other action hereby. The 

Respondents consent to and win not contest EPA jurisdiction 

regarding this Order.
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53. Each Respondent agrees to pay its own costs and attorney’s 

fees.

XVIII. REIMBURSEMENT OF PAST RESPONSE COSTS

54. For purposes of this Consent Order, the term "past 

response costs" shall mean all response costs incurred by

EPA in connection with response activities relating to the Site 

pursuant CERCLA and the NCP as of the effective date of this 

Consent Order.

55. Within 90 days of the effective date of this Consent Order 

EPA shall submit to Respondents (a) an accounting of past 

response costs; (b) a count of all drums received at the site 

during the period January 1, 1985 through and including 

December 31, 1987, and (c) a count of all drums received at the 

Site during the period January l, 1985 through and including 

December 31, 1987 attributable to each Respondent. For purposes 

of this Consent Order each Respondent’s "proportionate share"

of past response costs shall be equal to the percentage of

drums attributable to such Respondent during the above mentioned 

period.

56. Within 90 days of Respondents’ receipt of the information 

provided by EPA pursuant to paragraph 55 above, Respondents 

shall reimburse EPA for past response costs in an amount 

equal to ten percent (10%) more than Respondents’ total 

proportionate share.

57. Any Respondent executing this Order after the effective 

date of this Order as provided in Section XXIV herein shall 

reimburse EPA for past response costs in an amount equal to
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ten percent (10%) more than its proportionate share. Any 

such Respondent shall reimburse EPA said amount within 60 

days of its execution of this Consent Order.

58. In the event EPA is reimbursed for more than one 

hundred percent (100%) of past response costs excluding 

interest payments, the excess shall be applied to offset 

Respondents’ cost reimbursement obligations set forth in 

Section XIX immediately below.

59. Payments made pursuant to this Section XVIII shall be 

made payable to the "Hazardous Substances Superfund", should 

specifically reference the "Metro Container Corporation 

Superfund Site" and should be addressed as specified in 

Section XIII of this Consent Order. Copies of the check 

and transmittal letter shall be sent to the EPA PO and to 

the EPA Regional Hearing Clerk (3RC00), EPA Region III,

841 Chestnut Building, Philadelphia, PA 19107.

XIX- REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS INCURRED tJTTH 
RESPECT TO THIS CONSENT ORDER

60. At the termination of this Consent Order, EPA shall 

submit to the Respondents an accounting of all response and 

oversight costs paid by the U.S. Government with respect

to this Consent Order. Oversight costs shall consist of all 

costs paid by EPA, its agents or contractors in connection 

with EPA’s oversight of the work to be done by the Respondents 

under the terms of this Consent Order. The Respondents shall, 

within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of that accounting 

remit a check for the amount of those costs made payable to



the Hazardous Substances Superfund. Checks should specifically 

reference the Site and be addressed as specified in Section 

XIII of this Order. Copies of the check and transmittal 

letter shall be sent to the EPA PO and to the EPA Regional 

Hearing Clerk (3RC00)— EPA Region III, 841 Chestnut Building, 

Philadelphia, PA 19107.
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XX. TERMINATION AND SATISFACTION

61. The provisions of this Order shall be deemed satisfied 

upon Respondents’ receipt of written notice from EPA that all 

of the terms of this Consent Order have been adequately 

completed to EPA’s satisfaction. Respondents may request such 

a notice from'EPA following submission of the final report.

Such notice shall not be unreasonably withheld. Notice 

from EPA as provided in this Section shall constitute a 

finding that the work has been completed in a manner consistent 

with the NCP. EPA reserves its right to alter this finding

based on information not available at the time this finding 

was made.

XXI. ADMISSIONS

62. Nothing in this Consent Order, including the Work Plan 

identified m Section VI hereof, is intended by the parties 

to be, nor shall it be, an admission of facts or law or 

determinations, an estoppel, or a waiver of defenses by the 

Respondents for any purpose, other than the enforcement of 

this Consent Order, and the Respondents specifically do not 

admit any matter of fact or law set forth herein including
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that the conditions at the Metro Container Corporation Site 

present an imminent and substantial endangerment to public 

health, welfare, or the environment, or that such conditions 

constitute a release or threat of a release of hazardous 

substances. Participation in this Consent Order by the 

Respondents is not intended by the parties to be, and shall 

not be, an admission of any fact or opinion developed by the 

contractor in the completion of the work. The terms of this 

Consent Order, including the Work Plan, shall not be 

construed more or less favorably for or against any party 

hereto. This Consent Order shall not be admissible in 

any proceeding except to enforce the terms of this Order.

XXII. SUBORDINATION OF CT.ATMS

63. Any claim which any Respondent may have against any 

person (other than any other Respondent) for contribution 

for monies paid to EPA pursuant to this Consent Order 

as reimbursement for past response costs (as defined herein) 

shall be subordinated to any claim which EPA may have 

against such other person for recovery of any such past

response costs not paid or payable by Respondents pursuant 

to this consent Order.

The term "past response costs" as used in this 

paragraph 63 shall mean all response costs incurred by 

EPA in connection with response activities relating to 

the site pursuant to CERCLA and the NCP as of the effective 

date of this Consent Order.
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XXIII- ADDITIONAL RESPONDENTS

64. The parties understand that this Order may be 

amended by the inclusion of additional Respondents after the 

effective date of this Consent Order. Such amendment

shall be accomplished by submission of a signature page executed 

by the additional Respondent(s) and a representative of 

the original Respondents to the EPA representative listed 

in paragraph 31 of Section VII of this Order, and shall 

become effective upon Respondent’s receipt of a letter from 

EPA acknowledging receipt of the new signature page and a 

revised caption listing the additional Respondent(s).

65. Respondents included after the effective date of 

this Consent Order as provided by paragraph 64 

immediately above shall become immediately subject to 

all the terms and conditions of this Consent Order 

including, but not limited to, the obligation to pay

Past response costs as provided by paragraph 57 

of Section XVIII of this Order.

66. For purposes of this Consent Order, the term "original 

respondents" means BP America Inc., Chevron Corp., Mobil

Corp., sun Refining and Marketing Co., and E.l. du Pont 

de Nemours & Co.
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IT IS SO AGREED AND ORDERED:

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

DATE: BY:_______________________
STANLEY L. LASKOWSKI 
ACTING REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR 
EPA, REGION III
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Table 1-Metro Container, Emergency Assessment Sampling Results

Sample SOI- Ash pile south of Treatment Plant

Metals

Barium

Cadmium

Chromium

Lead

Pesticides/herbicides

Corrosivity (pH)

Ignitable

Reactive-HCN 

H2S

Concentration (ppm)

2.47

0.91

0.49

19.00

Less than detection limits

8.55

No

No

No

Sample S02- Liquid/sludge,

Metals 

Copper 

Lead 

Zinc

Cyanide

Total Phenollcs

Volatiles 

Methylene Chloride

1.2- dichloroethane

1,1,1-t richloroethane 

Carbon tetrachloride 

Trichloroethylene 

Tetrachloroethylene 

Toluene

Base Neutrals

1.2- dichlorobenzene 

naphthalene 

di-n-butyl phthalate 

butyl benzyl phthalate 

bis (2-ethyl hexy) phthalate

Acid Extractables

east of hydrochloric acid tanks

Concentration (ppm)

16.18

82.70

88.50

1.36

6.76

Concentration (ppb)

12,000
37.000

35.000 

5,300 

7,700 

6,600

93.000

18,000

120,000

94,000

140.000

660.000

Not detected

Pesticides/PCB's Not detected



Table 1 cont'd .

s>O,

Sample S03- Liquid, former discharge point into Stoney Creek

Metals

Cyanide

Total phenolics 

Volatiles and base neutrals 

Acid Gxtractablea 

Pesticides/PCB's

Concentration (ppm) 

Not detected

Not tested 

Not tested

Not tested

Not tested

Not tested

Sample S04- Sludge-leaking drum area east of lagoon 

Metals

Volatile organics 

Methylene Chloride 

Toluene
2-propanone (tentative) 

Base Neutrals

Concentration (ppm) 

Not detected

Concentration (ppb) 

270 

3

22

bis (2-ethyl hexyl) phthalate 

Acid Extractables 

Pesticides/PCB'8

970

Not detected 

Not detected
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Concentration (ppm) 

7.18 

51.80 

31.30

319.00 

0.20 
9.60

228.00

Cyanide 2.02

*Sample S05- Sludge, cement lagoon

Metals

Cadmium

Chromium

Copper

Lead .

Mercury

Nickel

Zinc

Total phenolica 13.90

Volatile organics Concentration (ppb)

Methylene chloride 8,500

1.2- dichloroethane 5,100
1,1,1-trichloroethane i9,000

Carbon tetrachloride 2,100.

Trichloroethylene 4,300

Tetrachloroethylene 22,000

Toluene 180,000

Base Neutrals
1.2- dlchlorobenzene 67,000

naphthalene _ 98,000

di-n-butyl phthalate 150,000

bis(2-ethyl hexyl) phthalate 850,000

Acid Extractables
Phenol 29,000

Pesticides/PCB'a Not detected

*Note: This sample is currently being tested for flashpoint
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^Sample S06- Drum sludge, south of lagoon

Metals —

Arsenic

Cadmium

Chromium

Copper

Lead

Mercury

Nickel

Zinc

Cyanide

Total phenolics

Volatile organics 

Methylene chloride

1,2-dichloroethane

1,1,1-trichloroethane 

Trichloroethylene 

Tetrachloroethylene 

Toluene 

Ethyl benzene

Base Neutrals 

Naphthalene 

di-n-butyl phthalate

Acid Extractables

Concentration (ppm) 

0,93 

3.57

24.30

36.50

345.00 

0.63

11.20
549.00

37.40

14.50

Concentration (ppb)

1,300

1,900

470

320

410

9,500

2.000

48.000

52.000

Not detected

Peaticides/PCB'a Not detected



cont d

•Sample S07- Drum

Metals

Copper

Lead

Mercury

Zinc

iludge, east of lagoon

Concentration (ppm) 

1.83 

7.70 

0.06 

6.72

2.21Cyanide

Total phenolics

Volatile organics 

Methylene chloride

1,2-dichloroethane

1,1,1-trichloroethane 

Trichloroethylene 

Tetrachloroethylene 

Toluene 

Ethyl benzene 

Butane (tentative)

Acid Extractables 

Phenol

2,4-dimethylphenol

12.00

Concentration (ppb) 

1,600

1.900 

540 

200 
190

6.900 

860

1,100

79

5.100

1.100
330

1,400

17,000

830

Base Neutrals

1,2-dichlorobenzene

Isophorone

Naphthalene

di-n-butyl phthalate

bis (2-ethyl hexyl) phthalate

Pesticides/PCB's Not detected



Carbon Tetrachloride; CASRN 56-23-5

EPA considers carbon tetrachloride a B2 Drohahifl h 
This means that the Agency has high-qualitv ini hu”an carcinogen, 
chemical causes cancer in animals3 but that hum^n"^00 tha^.this 
or lacking. Carbon tetrachloride ’ has produced liv^r^ arS lil?ited 
animal species evaluated, including rats, mice ^d hamsters ^t*11 
cancer-causing mechanism appears to be cell deathInS * The
leading to development of the same tumor tjpe ^ a!? species^ 

studied. There have been three case reports of liver 
developing in humans exposed to carbon tetrachloJidS Se?eral 
studies of workers who may have used carbon tetrarhlnriHo k 
suggested that these sorters say have J^excert rtsh Jf^an^.

I^v!aufet-^rSan f0r non_cancer effects is also the liver. Carbon 
etrachloride exposure to animals results in liver lesions as 

evidenced by mild centrilobular vacuolization, significant’ 
nonHy'an ln enzyrae levels, and liver cell death. Reported
non cancer effects in humans who inhaled carbon tetrachloride

tivitv6 tnTlt 7 restricted visual fields, reduced corneal sensi- tivity, and changes in several blood parameters. Available
evidence suggests that use of alcohol and barbiturates exacerbates 
the toxic effects of carbon tetrachloride.



Dlchloroaethane (DC. .ethylene chloride); CASRN 75-09-2

Asencynh«ehigh-"uJn?yPI°Webnlehtha? ' ,This "«"« the

increased incidence of lung livSrm-* by lnhaiati°n showed
DCM also causes mutations in bacteria Omitotiond sai^ary cancers, 
yeast cells, and transformation o** mitotic recombination in
for DCM are not adlJuaJe Jo evaluatl^ em?ryo cells' Huraan data 
two available studies of chemiraV carcinogenicity. Neither of 
showed an excess cHancers l5o^er°?L“^e^e!tPOeed to DCM 

studies was Halted by low expowre.^

itinrvAi^1 and -dit-y

ra?eerdeprJL!onfeInes?he"recoma°°^rrB?r “^°nd^d”d ^

in long-term aniial incJISi ??‘ „ • ?on-cancar effects
as vacuolization and fatty changes in liverJ'dney.e,ffects ’ such 
degeneration. S liver cells and kidney tubule

DCM is readily absorbed through 
tract. Dermal absorption also

the lungs and gastrointestina 
occurs, but at a slower rate.

1
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Lead; CASPN 7439-92-1

exposed “ leIdrb?"“Jmirtl"tbyiJnhilaufratdCOnCern' Hll",ans are

absorbed*through Se^ngs^X^ns ^led^ead^oe^r “ 3

ages, and by swallowing lead cleared f°°d and bever-
receive additional lead exposure b? in£esti^ JlT h Children 
chips. Dy ln®esting dirt, dust, and paint

damage, decreased IQ, Elevated hearing^^0'^*’?,/1'® neurol°Sical 

growth in children, and eIeJa?iSn of Si ^e8h°ld’ and retarde* .
men. Similar effects have been observed'°d pressufe ln middle-aged 
comparison to other environmental t^vT®d *n nimal studies. By

mJroccurat'SlooruL^^Jejs^iriow^s^br^^V6!!^^611'’

a threshold. 6 so low as to be essentially without

the Aglnc?°hIsdhigh-quality2e?idenciethataieadrcin°Sen' Thi8 means

and 4 LSad haS been shown* ir^ a number of DNA structure
with the regulation’of0fl-affeCt th® molecular Processes associated 
j.ua tne regulation of gene expression.

lunfcin«rntSon?oLdti;ot?8' °ne r?ported increased stomach and 

a Sfc?Jase 111 lour,?°H|n°reaee ln Canoer rate’ and °ne reported 
information ““

and 2inc- The available b™aa “SiZc«

\

\



Tetrachloroethylene (perchloroethylene
CA5HN 127-18-

the Agenlfjas^omt ThiS "ea"S

22. i~»“siss sS ?!tV” «*

cancer in mice; oral exposure 3 leukemia m rats and liverHuman cancer data suggest an liver cancer in mice.

human carcinogen) baaed on the uefkneaeo? the evidence.

Sp;ea2?on.e"l?eLedU!!vel>rwe^hl';badi,nal? include "‘urological, 

body »eighi, iSc?«sed nJL ti?^/b°dL“etght ratioe’ ^eeaed 
of cells altproH nSd liver triglycerides, decreased DNA content
toryPdesensiti3ationye^0^^ya*f:^bld°aal°eabad0^aSdu®aa®n^®a°^ac"nd



Trichloroethylene (TCE); CASRN 79-01-6

the Ag2ncy"LThigh-qun!ty2ev[Senceethar?h^rChn°®en,' Thi8

cancer in aniaals, but that huaa^talie 'h!”lcal <=*“■••classification ia baaed on tumora report® la=hing. The
exposed to TCE by two routes and d, t ° strains of mice
Of five available haL^dies foSr ?o^dV”® eXposed °rall>'- 
associated uith trichloroethylene expose “helifth'^'H" rl6k 
ted an association betw#»#»n Trc j fifth study repor-
the study had various limitations TCE nrodmaliffnant lymphoma> but 
unscheduled DNA synthesis in bac?eriI fn5 m«n«eS m^ations and 
which supports the B2 classification. ® Cells’ evidence

^dneySinafn!maLbanS humlns ! ‘'SSi^inSSrSSe^rSclJ^" ’ ^ 

enlargement of liver and kidn^v uii-h effects include narcosis,
depressed heee enay”e dhanges■

isssifid^hissrs.^ii'readily abeorbed-but TCE18 p°°^




